
CAC SPOTLIGHT
Blacktail Health Butte Child

Evaluation Center

In March the Blacktail Health-Butte Child Evaluation Center
received the Outstanding Program Award from the Montana

Board of Crime Control.
Congratulations Butte! 

The Blacktail Health-Butte Child Evaluation Center, first opened
its doors in 1986 and has been a vital resource for children and
families across Southwest Montana. With a mission rooted in
safety, compassion, and collaboration, the center provides a
confidential and child-centered environment where young

people can access the support they need during some of the
most challenging moments of their lives.

The center offers a comprehensive array of services in one
location, including forensic interviews, specialized medical

care, counseling, case management and advocacy. By
working closely with local law enforcement and members of a
multidisciplinary team, the program ensures that each child

has the opportunity to be heard while reducing the number of
times they must retell and relive their traumatic experiences. 

CATCH UP WITH
CAM

“It is an honor to support the work you do!”

SPRING 2026
www.ChildrensAllianceMT.org

This year’s 10  Annual Montana Children’s Justice Conference was
outstanding. We had close to 200 attendees representing 25 different
counties. Our largest conference to date. Thank you to our presenters,

board members, CAM staff and the nearly 200 professionals who
attended the conference! 

th

A huge Thank You to our incredible Master of Ceremonies - Mary
Barry, Chief Criminal Deputy Lewis & Clark County Attorney.    Mary is

a valued member of the CAM Board and a true leader in Montana
empowering and mentoring prosecutors across the state.

CAM presented Christina Powell with a plaque thanking her for her
dedication, time and excellent leadership these past two years serving

as Chair of the Board.  Christina moves to Immediate Past Chair.
Christina is the CEO of Help Center Inc.  
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What an Incredible Line Up of Presenters this year!
:

Larry Braunstein, a defense attorney with
Braunstein and Zuckerman from White Plains, NY.
Larry talked about How Not to Help the Defense in
Child Sex Abuse Cases.
Nancy Oglesby, Commonwealth’s Attorneys’
Services Council (Virginia’s Prosecutor Training
Agency) presented on Investigating and
Prosecuting Child Physical Abuse Cases.
David Clark, Child Exploitation Detective, Dallas
Police Department presented on Interrogations
and getting the suspect to corroborate the facts
in more detail.
Larry Braunstein, David Clark, & Nancy Oglesby,
presented on a comprehensive understanding of
best practices and common pitfalls in child abuse
cases from three professional perspectives.
Meghan Paddock, Assistant Attorney General &
DOJ Training Coordinator provided relevant
updates from the 2025 Montana Legislature.
Paula Samms, LCCAC Director and Mary Barry,
Chief Criminal Deputy Lewis and Clark County
Attorney provided updates in forensic interviewing
research and practice.

             Our Conference ended upbrutly when 
the power went out from an epic wind storm.

Unfortunatley Nancy Oglesby did not get to finish her
presentation on Investigating and Prosecuting Child

Physical Abuse Cases. We are offering her presentation
virtually, June 22, 2026. See flyer below
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https://engage.nationalchildrensalliance.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=1a27c614-42ed-4eb9-8548-01929681a1b9


Whitney Brothers, RN, and SANE
Nurse coordinator, St. Peter’s

Health.   The 2026 Coleen Magera
Children’s Champion Award

Recipient

Whitney Brothers and the Lewis and
Clark County 

Multidisciplinary Team

Mary Vermillion, RN, accepting the
Montana Department 

of Justice Children’s Justice Award on
behalf of Emma’s House

 presented by Dana Toole, MCSART
Coordinator

The Children’s Alliance of Montana honors an
outstanding multidisciplinary team or professional

each year to receive the

Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award

Congratulations to Whitney Brothers, RN, SANE Nurse
Coordinator, St. Peter’s Health, a valued member of the

Lewis and Clark County MDT. This year’s recipient of
the Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award.

Whitney was nominated by 5 of her MDT members for
her outstanding work with the SANE program. They

touted her dedication and compassion to her work and
her willingness to always go above and beyond.

Whitney secured vital funding and made several
improvements to the program.

Montana Department of Justice 
Children’s Justice Award

Dana Toole, MCSART Coordinator presented the 2026
Children’s Justice Award from the Montana

Department of Justice to Emma’s House in recognition
of their 20  years of service to Ravalli County.

Congratulations to Emma’s House 
for the 2026 Children’s Justice Award



Children’s Alliance of Montana Board of Directors

Tracy Hemry, Chair - Child and Family Services Division
Christina Powell, Immediate Past Chair - Gallatin County CAC
Mary Barry, Treasurer - Lewis & Clark County Attorney’s Office
Jamie VanderLinden, Secretary - Butte Child Evaluation Center
Kipp Tkachyk, Board Member - Flathead County CAC
Susan Parker, Board Member - Fort Peck Tribes CAC
Mary Pat Hansen, Board Member - First Step Resource Center

Advisory Board
Dana Toole, MCSART, Department of Justice

Deb Cole, Regional Administrator, Child & Family Services
Tara Harris, Harris Law LLC

Brenda George, Executive Director
Danielle Peterson, Training Coordinator

Jacole Douglas,  Rural Telemental Health Program Coordinator
Joy Lucero, Project Coordinator

Resources
Contact us for electronic copies:
jlucero@childrensalliancemt.org
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