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This year’s 10" Annual Montana Children’s Justice Conference was
outstanding. We had close to 200 attendees representing 25 different
counties. Our largest conference to date. Thank you to our presenters,
board members, CAM staff and the nearly 200 professionals who
attended the conference!

A huge Thank You to our incredible Master of Ceremonies - Mary
Barry, Chief Criminal Deputy Lewis & Clark County Attorney. Mary is
a valued member of the CAM Board and a true leader in Montana
empowering and mentoring prosecutors across the state.

CAM presented Christina Powell with a plaque thanking her for her Sheriff Leo Dutton, Alicia Foley, CEC Program
dedication, time and excellent leadership these past two years serving Chair; Rick Kirn, Vice Director and Marisa
as Chair of the Bqard: Christina moves to Immediate Past Chair. Chair; & Marisa McKee, e e ST
Christina is the CEO of Help Center Inc. CEC Coordinator

Butte Child Evaluation Butte Child Evaluation

Center Family Waiting Center Forensic
Room Interview Room
Christina Powell, Brenda Mary Barry
George & Mary Barry Master of Ceremonies

Outstanding Program Award

Congratulations Butte!

The Blacktail Health-Butte Child Evaluation Center, first opened
its doors in 1986 and has been a vital resource for children and
families across Southwest Montana. With a mission rooted in
safety, compassion, and collaboration, the center provides a
confidential and child-centered environment where young
people can access the support they need during some of the
most challenging moments of their lives.

The center offers a comprehensive array of services in one
location, including forensic interviews, specialized medical
care, counseling, case management and advocacy. By
working closely with local law enforcement and members of a
multidisciplinary team, the program ensures that each child
has the opportunity to be heard while reducing the number of

times they must retell and relive their traumatic experiences.
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Larry Braunstein
WELCOME TO THE 10TH ANNUAL
MONTANA CHILDREN'S
JUSTICE CONFERENCE

Nancy Oglesby

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING
CHILDREN AND PURSUING JUSTICE THROUGH
COLLABORATION AND EXCELLENCE

David Clark

Larry Braunstein, David Clark, & Nancy Oglesby

Meghan Paddock

Lawrence J. Braunstein Paula Samms Mary Barry
Braunstein & Zuckerman, Esgs. *
Defense Attorney

We are offering her presentation
virtually, June 22, 2026. See flyer below

A
MONTANA CHILDREN'S JUSTICE CONFERENCEN PRESENTATION
GONTINUED.... DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS GREAT VIRTUAL TRAINING
OPPORTUNITY WITH NATIONAL PRESENTER NANCY OGLESBY

INVESTIGATING AND PROSECUTING k-
CHILD PHYSICAL ABUSE CASES

7,  NANCY OGLESBY

| Deputy Director, Commonwealth's Attorneys’ Services
b -\ Council (Virginia's Prosecutor Training Agency)
i- & Justice 3D Founder

MONDAY, JUNE 22 10:00 AM -12:00 PM
=Virtual Training Live via Zoom-

CLICK HERE - REGISTER NOW

PROSECUTORS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS,
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: = MENTALHEALTHPROFESSIONALS, VICTIM ADVOCATES, CPS, CAC STAFF,
AND MDT MEMBERS

han P WHAT YOU WILL LEI_lRN:
pavid Flark Chid aasist e oo R
Exploitation Detective, - Hinee e
Dallas Police Department @ ancr cases by racogniring hallmark

medical findings, evaluating alternative explanations, and
identityi i needed pport an AHT pri

expert ion, interviews,

QUESTIONS: TRAINING@CHILDRENSALLIANCEMT.ORG



https://engage.nationalchildrensalliance.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=1a27c614-42ed-4eb9-8548-01929681a1b9
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Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award
WELCOME TO THE 10TH ANNUAL
MONTANA CHILDREN’S . . .
JUSTICE CONFERENCE Congratulations to Whitney Brothers, RN, SANE Nurse

Coordinator, St. Peter’s Health, a valued member of the
Lewis and Clark County MDT. This year’s recipient of
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING

CHILDREN AND PURSUING JUSTICE THROUGH the Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award.
COLLABORATION AND EXCELLENCE

Montana Department of Justice
Children’s Justice Award

Mary Vermillion, RN, accepting the
Montana Department
of Justice Children’s Justice Award on
behalf of Emma’s House
presented by Dana Toole, MCSART Congratulations to Emma’s House
Coordinator for the 2026 Children’s Justice Award

Whitney Brothers, RN, and SANE
Nurse coordinator, St. Peter’s : :
Health. The 2026 Coleen Magera Whitney Brothers and the Lewis and
Children’s Champion Award Clark County
Recipient Multidisciplinary Team
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DATES & LOCATION ABOUT THE TRAINING

Dates: August 24 & 25, 2026 This in-person, scenario-based training
will equip law enforcement personnel with

the foundational investigative
compelencies, tools, and resources

Location: Montana Law Enforcement
Academy in Helena,
« No Registration Fee

A _ . Lodging Provided required to effectively respond to child
m l&ﬁl « Act Fast - Limited to 40 Llap e
——— professionals

Montana Rural Telemental Health Program
i arvas wen

« POST credits will be available.

Please visit our website to make a referral or for more information about the project

e N\ WHO SHOULD TRAINING TOPICS

Children who have experienced abuse and neglect benefit from trauma- ATT E N []
informed ond evidence=based therapy. v 0 o
+ Child Sexual Abuse Investigations

The Challenge o i it 5
Unfortunately, child victims of abuse and neglect in rural and underserved areas This training is designed for all Montana = Search Warrants
often do not have access to trauma-informed therapy by trained ond : - "
 aiscad ateries! law enforcement personnel, regardless of gﬂme SCE_HE i\f:ence SVD!l?dlon.

. L i i reservation, epart Writin
The Solution rank, who are involved in any slage of % Rep g
The Children's Alliance of Montana, with support from Western Regional i child abuse investigations. » Suspect Interviews - Pretext Phone Calls
Children's Advocacy Center, launched the Montana Rural Telemental Health (MT S e i el
RTMH) Program in January 2022 to connect children in rural and underserved + Patrol + Physical Abuse Investigations
areas of Montana with trauma-trained therapists across the state. ™ DBIE’CtiVEQ - Fnﬂ;ng ic InTQNiQWS
The Network & Its Benefits « SROs « Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) and
The Montana Telemental Health Trauma Treatment Network is the network of i :
therapists who have joined the Morntana RTMH Program. Network therapists have + Supervisors Child Advocacy Centers (CACs)
pportunities for advanced training, participation In consultation calls, and other
professional development around trauma-focused treatment and telemental
health approaches in exchange for taking on a case(s) referred to the MT RTMH
Foaon THIS TRAINING IS SPONSORED BY AND WAS DEVELOPED BY THE LAW
Necessary Qualifications ENFORCEMENT WORKGROUP OF THE MONTANA CHILDREN'S JUSTICE ACT TASK
The MT RTMH Program seeks therapists licensed in the state of Montana who FORCE A PROGRAM OF THE CHILDREN'S ALLIANCE OF MONTAMA. SEE FLYER FOR
have experience or deep interest in working with traumatized children and their FACULTY INFORMATION.

families. Therapists should be trained or willing to be trained in one or more
evidence-based or evidence-informed trouma treatment models

Join Us or Make a Referral to the Project f h‘ Id
@ If you are a therapist interested in joining the MT Telemental Health Trauma Re er a c ]
Treatment Network or have questions about the program, email Jacole Douglas
at s il i g or check out our webpage ot

jacole@childrensgllioncamtor
hittps:/[childrensallioncemt org/montana-rural-telermental-health-program/.

to the Montana Rural Telemental Health Program

Children’s Alliance of Montana Board of Directors

Tracy Hemry, Chair - Child and Family Services Division
Christina Powell, Immediate Past Chair - Gallatin County CAC

Mary Barry, Treasurer - Lewis & Clark County Attorney’s Office
Jamie VanderLinden, Secretary - Butte Child Evaluation Center
Kipp Tkachyk, Board Member - Flathead County CAC
Susan Parker, Board Member - Fort Peck Tribes CAC
Mary Pat Hansen, Board Member - First Step Resource Center
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	What an Incredible Line Up of Presenters this year! :
	Larry Braunstein, a defense attorney with Braunstein and Zuckerman from White Plains, NY. Larry talked about How Not to Help the Defense in Child Sex Abuse Cases.
	Nancy Oglesby, Commonwealth’s Attorneys’ Services Council (Virginia’s Prosecutor Training Agency) presented on Investigating and Prosecuting Child Physical Abuse Cases.
	David Clark, Child Exploitation Detective, Dallas Police Department presented on Interrogations and getting the suspect to corroborate the facts in more detail.
	Larry Braunstein, David Clark, & Nancy Oglesby, presented on a comprehensive understanding of best practices and common pitfalls in child abuse cases from three professional perspectives.
	Meghan Paddock, Assistant Attorney General & DOJ Training Coordinator provided relevant updates from the 2025 Montana Legislature.
	Paula Samms, LCCAC Director and Mary Barry, Chief Criminal Deputy Lewis and Clark County Attorney provided updates in forensic interviewing research and practice.

	Our Conference ended upbrutly when  the power went out from an epic wind storm.  Unfortunatley Nancy Oglesby did not get to finish her presentation on Investigating and Prosecuting Child Physical Abuse Cases. We are offering her presentation virtually, June 22, 2026. See flyer below
	The Children’s Alliance of Montana honors an outstanding multidisciplinary team or professional each year to receive the

	Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award
	Congratulations to Whitney Brothers, RN, SANE Nurse Coordinator, St. Peter’s Health, a valued member of the Lewis and Clark County MDT. This year’s recipient of the Coleen Magera Children’s Champion Award.
	Whitney was nominated by 5 of her MDT members for her outstanding work with the SANE program. They touted her dedication and compassion to her work and her willingness to always go above and beyond. Whitney secured vital funding and made several improvements to the program.
	Montana Department of Justice  Children’s Justice Award
	Dana Toole, MCSART Coordinator presented the 2026 Children’s Justice Award from the Montana Department of Justice to Emma’s House in recognition of their 20  years of service to Ravalli County.
	Congratulations to Emma’s House  for the 2026 Children’s Justice Award
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	Contact us for electronic copies: jlucero@childrensalliancemt.org
	Children’s Alliance of Montana Board of Directors
	Advisory Board Dana Toole, MCSART, Department of Justice Deb Cole, Regional Administrator, Child & Family Services Tara Harris, Harris Law LLC



