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The Power of the Love and
Comfort of A Facility Dog

In Loving Memory of “Calhoun”

As many of you know I lost Calhoun last
year. Calhoun was a Facility dog from

Canine Companions for Independence.
Calhoun was present for over 300 Forensic

Interviews, he also provided support to child
victims while they testified in court.

Calhoun was present at many MCFIT
trainings and usually provided comfort to

the nervous interviewer. Calhoun provided
comfort to so many children and families

over the 10 years he was a working dog. He 
was one  of a kind and will be missed. The

power of dogs in these cases is remarkable
and I would like to encourage all centers to

add a Facility dog to their team.

For information on the program you can
reach out to me. 

Joy Lucero, Project Coordinator

As 2023 comes to  a close, I've been reflecting on a busy year..  
What did 2023 Bring:

Reaccredited with the National Children’s Alliance
Expanded Staff - Dani Peterson, Training Coordinator;
Jacole Douglas, Rural Telemental Health Program
Coordinator; Joy Lucero, Project Coordinator. 
Expanded our Rural Telemental Health Program - added
and trained  8 new therapists
18 Kids referred to Rural Telemental Health Program 
Renewed an additional 2-year VOCA grant to increase
capacity of chapter staff and services
Co-sponsored 3 statewide trainings-trained over 770
people
Expanded OMS to 3 communities
Inherited the Children’s Justice Act Grant
Established Montana Children’s Justice Act Task Force 
Embarked on Gap Analysis Project - expand MDTs & CAC

 
--And more! It has been an exciting year with a ton of

expansion which means more training and resources for you,
the professionals we support. 

As we move towards 2024, I extend my sincerest thanks to
Kipp Tkachyk for his leadership and service as he steps down
as chair of the Board of Directors of the Children’s Alliance of
Montana. We look forward to Christina Powell taking up the

reigns in 2024. 

And I'd like to thank all of you for working to protect and
support Montana's children and for your dedication to

building your professional knowledge and expertise through
CAM's trainings. 

Here’s to plowing right on into 2024 with excitement for kids.
Thank you for all you do.  It is our privilege and honor here at
the Children’s Alliance of Montana to support you in the hard

work you do to protect Montana kids every day.  
Cheers, Salute, our Hats are off to you!!       

Brenda George, Executive Director

Joy Lucero, Project Coordinator
jlucero@childrensalliancemt.org



Gap Analysis - 
New Partnerships Formed

Meet Facility Dogs 
Wicker & Twyla

Wicker is a 8 year old male Lab/Golden cross who was
trained and provided by Canine Comapnions for

Independence. His handler is Pattie Urie. They are based
out of Bozeman. Wicker provides support to children

before and after a forensic interview and also provides
support in court.

Twyla is a 10 year old  female Lab/Golden cross facility
dog, who was trained and donated to  Emma’s House by
Canine Companions for  Independence..Twyla’s handler
is Val Widmer, the director of Emma’s House. Twyla has
been working with children in Forensic Interviews since
May, 2016. Twyla also works with kids in mental health
counseling, and is approved to be in the witness box

when a child testifies. She has been to court numerous
times. Twyla is a beloved member of her community and

looks forward to retirement next year and training the
next facility dog for Emma’s House.

Dawson County

Meet Facility
Dogs Wicker &

Twyla

Hill County
Lake County Rocky BoyReservation Richland County

Questions? Contact CAM at
PO Box 666

Billings, MT 59103
 director@childrensalliancemt.org

406.672.2136

The Gap Analysis Project is an initiative started in the Fall of 2023 with
the ultimate goal of expanding Multidisciplinary Teams and Child
Advocacy Centers (MDT’s and CAC’s) across Montana. 
We are doing a lot of things along the way.

Comprehensive Assessment of each of the 56 counties - who has a
team/who is interested in developing a team and what resources
do you need to increase your response to kids?
Developing 2-day MDT Training
Host 2 to 3 MDT Trainings for Developing Team
Provide teams with Resources - MDT Orientation Manual, white
papers on interviewing children with disabilities etc. 
Provide communities with foundational and advanced forensic
interview training
Provide Forensic Interview Equipment and Teleforensic Interview
Equipment 

We have been reaching out to some of the more rural counties to
assess their needs and interest. We have had overwhelming response
with the counties showing great interest. We will continue reaching
out and meeting with counties that are interested in the Spring. If your
county is interested in developing a MDT please feel free to reach out
to Joy Lucero. jlucero@childrensalliancemt.org 

Lake County MDT Leaders have been meeting for a

year to develop an MDT and a CAC in Polson.  They

have acquired space at Providence St. Joseph Medical

Center, for a forensic interview room, an MDT

observation room as well as a waiting room for the

family. They have the ability to do medical exams right

across from the forensic interview room. This will

lessen the stress on families as they won’t have to

travel to Missoula. They are having monthly  meetings

and will begin staffing cases in 2024.   Thank you  Lake

County for your commitment to improving your

response  to child abuse cases. Thank you St. Joseph

Medical Center for the generous donation of space.

Lake County



Come Join Us!
Richland County multidisciplinary leaders came
together in November and committed to develop a
local MDT to strengthen their response to kids.  On
December 13, 2023, Richland County held their
first MDT meeting. Great teamwork between CPS,
Law Enforcement, and the County Attorney. 

Richland County

Rocky Boy Clinic
Leaders at the Rocky Boy Clinic and the
multidisciplinary team came together in

2023 committed to develop a CAC within
the Clinic. They wanted to develop a local,
child friendly environment where children

can be interviewed by trained forensic
interviewers.  The Children’s Alliance of

Montana was happy to provide the FI
Equipment thanks to the Children’s Justice

Act Grant. It is critical to have a local
response to kids and families as well as

professionals responding to these crimes. 
Great job Rocky Boy Clinic and the Rocky

Boy MDT.  

Hill County 
The Hill County Child Advocacy

Center has a new home at the Hill
County Health Department. They
are under new management and

coordination through the Hill
County Attorney’s Office.  
The MDT is committed to

providing the best services to kids
and families.  These changes are

the first step to improving
services and collaboration.  CAM

will be installing new forensic
interview equipment in early 2024. 

Congratulations Hill County!  

http://www.emmashousecac.org/shop/
http://www.emmashousecac.org/shop/


     Now Wrapping up its second year of accepting referrals, 
     the Montana Rural Telemental Health Program (MT RTMHP)
     has received 55 referrals for children in need of 
    trauma-informed therapy to-date.

Through its network of 18 trauma-trained therapists, the MT
RTMHP provides trauma-informed therapy via telemental health
to any child across Montana who faces barriers to accessing in-
person therapy. 2023 was a busy year for the MT RTMHP. In
addition to connecting children and therapists, a few highlights
for the MT RTMHP include:

  training a new cohort of therapists;
  adding a Care Coordinator, Courtney Nucito, who is 

           the coordinator for the Child Evaluation Center at the 
          Southwest Montana Community Health Center, to  liaise  
           with caregivers between the time a referral is received 
           and a therapist is identified;

presenting about the program at state and national
conferences;
revising our referral process, IPad loaner process, and
therapist and referrer handbooks;
continuing to learn and continuously adjust programming to
better meet the needs of children and therapists who serve
them.

     If you’re interested in learning more, please visit
  https://childrensalliancemt.org/montana-rural-telemental-

health-program/
or email 

Jacole Douglas at jacole@childrensalliancemt.org
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