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with an increased                   

vulnerability for crime and 

abuse. In future issues,               

Children’s Justice News will 

focus in detail on our                 

programs and projects. In this 

issue we hope you will check 

out the information about 

Child Sex Trafficking, an 

emerging issue in Montana.   

 

Summer is in full swing as we 

send out this issue of Children’s 

Justice News from the         

Children’s Justice Bureau (CJB) 

and we hope each of you have 

a chance to get out and enjoy 

Montana’s summer days.   

Children’s Justice News is our 

opportunity to showcase our 

programs and provide             

important information to           

readers on current and           

emerging child welfare topics.               

CJB is home to 4 programs:  

1. Montana Child Sexual 

Assault Teams (MCSART); 

2. Drug Endangered        

Children Program (DEC); 

3. Office of the Child and 

Family Ombudsman; and    

4. Facility Investigator –   

Montana Developmental 

Center. 

As well as 2 projects: 

 Human Trafficking 

Awareness Project 

 Child Abuse Prevention 

Campaign Project 

The thread that ties these 

programs and projects           

together is vulnerability.  The 

CJB works to provide training, 

technical assistance and       

resources to support an       

excellent response to child 

victims of crime and abuse and 

to the individuals living with         

Developmental and              

Intellectual Disabilities at   

Montana Developmental     

Center; both are populations 

of child abuse, neglect,                 

maltreatment, or endangerment as a 

result of their parent/caregiver,  

substance use and/or persons who 

expose children to harmful drug 

environments.  

City, county, state, and federal   

agencies working together with         

community support can break the 

cycle of abuse and violence in this 

The Drug Endangered Children (DEC) 

approach is a comprehensive approach 

that focuses on the formation of      

community-based partnerships that 

engage professionals from multiple   

disciplines in developing a collaborative 

approach to rescue, defend, shelter, and 

support children living in drug            

environments.    

The DEC approach recognizes the   

likelihood of harm and the extensive 

risks that drug endangered children 

face. It creates a collaborative mindset 

among law enforcement, child welfare 

workers, prosecutors, and other             

practitioners in an effort to break the 

cycle of abuse and neglect. All        

disciplines play a vital part in the DEC 

approach.  

Any child whose well-being is at risk 
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The Montana Department of Justice Drug 

Endangered Children (DEC) Program is in the 

process of developing a  discipline-specific 

training curriculum so professionals can    

obtain the necessary training and tools to  

implement DEC into their local communities.  

The Montana DEC Team consisting of county 

attorneys, narcotic officers, and child welfare 

advocates attended a drug endangered          

provide evidence-based training, geared   

towards multi-disciplinary professionals,  

whose job it is to identify and rescue     

children from dangerous drug                    

environments by providing children with 

the services, resources, and medical care 

they need to ensure their well-being.  

For more information, contact Dana  

Geary at dgeary@mt.gov or 406-444-7022 

children advocacy training in San Diego,     

California last May.  

The information obtained at this training, 

was the first of many steps to assist in the 

development of discipline specific DEC  

trainings and will hopefully begin in the fall 

of 2014.   

The goal of discipline-specific training is to 

Montana Board of Crime Control 2014 Conference  

“Connecting People, Connecting Communities” 

The 8th Annual Montana Board of Crime      

Control Conference will be held at the Red Lion 

Colonial Hotel, 2301 Colonial Drive, Helena,    

Montana, October 7-10th, 2014.  The annual 

Crime Prevention Conference sponsored by the 

Montana Board of Crime Control and the     

Montana Crime Prevention Association           

contributes to public safety and crime prevention 

efforts and initiatives by offering training      

opportunities for Montanans.                                                           

This conference offers continuing education     

credits to law enforcement professionals,         

counselors, educators, attorneys, and social     

workers. Those who attend the annual conferences 

include leaders from all levels of city, county,   

tribal, and state governments. Participants come 

together to discuss real problems and share       

strategies that have worked for Montana.           

Participants leave with new ideas they can use in 

their own  communities to enhance public safety.   
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there are also other venues where children 

can be bought for sex.  There are quite a few 

myths about the children being sold,     

including that they are ‘child prostitutes’ 

who have chosen the sex trade for their 

work.  What do we do about it? First, we 

learn how to identify it, as CST is often  

described as ‘hiding in plain sight’ and the 

victims rarely if ever are willing to disclose 

or ask for help. In 2014 both the American 

Professional Society on the Abuse of     

Children (APSAC) and the National       

Institute of Justice (NIT) released screening 

tools to help professionals identify young 

people who are ‘in the game’ and who are 

high risk for being trafficked. Contact the 

Children’s Justice Bureau for additional 

information or visit doj.mt.gov. 

The notion that there are children in 

Montana being sold for sex is tough even 

for veteran law enforcement and child 

welfare professionals, but Child Sex      

Trafficking (CST) is here and it is directly 

tied to the fact that there are Montanans 

who buy children for sex.  Child Sexual 

Exploitation (CSE) is another term for CST 

and it means a person under the age of 18 

who is sold for sex.  In the United States 

the average age of a child who enters the 

trafficking “life” or “the game” is 12, and 

both boys and girls are trafficked, these 

children are citizens of the U.S. and there 

are as many as 100,000 nationwide. Young 

people who have history of abuse or      

trauma, an unstable home, a history of 

foster care placement, or who live in   

severe poverty are all at increased risk for       

becoming a CST victim. Many are in the 

juvenile justice system as well.  

In interviews with CST victims, also called 

survivors, about 25% disclose early child-

hood sexual abuse that started prior to their 

being trafficked. Who is doing the         

selling? CST is a big, very big, business, and  

estimated 32 billion dollars annually world-

wide. Each child may “earn” $150,000 or 

more for their ‘pimp’ in the time period 

they can be marketed as a child for 

sex. Pimps may be individuals with just a 

few minors to sell for sex, or they may be 

connected as a ‘franchise’ to a larger       

operation including organized crime both 

in the U.S. and internationally. Children are 

marketed primarily on the internet, but 

For more conference         

information please visit 

MBCC website: 

mbcc.mt.gov  



The Children’s Alliance of 

Montana is a non-profit     

organization whose mission 

is to provide support, train-

ing and technical assistance 

to Children’s Advocacy 

Center’s and Multi-

Disciplinary Teams across 

the State of Montana so that 

every child victim of abuse 

and his/her non-offending 

caregivers has access to the 

services of a Children’s 

Advocacy Center and the 

expertise of a Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

Children’s Advocacy Centers and Multi-Disciplinary 

Teams allow for centralized services to children who 

have been the victims of/or witnesses to crimes.      

Collaboration between law enforcement, child          

protective services, prosecutors, medical providers, 

mental health counselors, and victim’s advocates are  

 

essential to meet the needs of the children 

and families who have been affected by 

crimes. 

Nationwide, 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are      

sexually abused prior to their 18th          

birthday. The Children’s Alliance of      

Montana is there to provide support for 

those who protect these children, and to 

minimize the trauma of the investigative 

process. Through training and services to 

local agencies, the Children’s Alliance of 

Montana has helped thousands of children 

and families whose lives have been impacted 

by sexual and physical abuse. 

For more information, please contact:             

Brenda George, Executive Director 

Email:   director@childrensalliancemt.org    

Phone:  (406) 672-2136 

Children’s Alliance of Montana  

evaluators, educators, Tribal               

communities, community organizations 

serving youth, and children and adult 

mental health providers.  

Visit their website for more information: 

website: www.nationaldec.org 

  

 

 

 

The 11th Annual National Alliance for 

Drug Endangered Children Conference 

will provide training on the latest research 

and best practice strategies for drug          

endangered children efforts at the local, 

state, tribal, and federal levels. This           

conference will enable participants to             

enhance collaborative efforts to protect 

children from the harmful effects of their 

caregivers’ substance abuse.   

The conference will be October 7-9, 2014, 

at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort,   

Lake Buena Vista, 

Florida. 

This conference 

anticipates a  

nationwide representation of service        

providers and professionals, including child 

welfare providers, substance abuse treatment 

providers, juvenile and family court judges 

and attorneys, law enforcement, prosecutors, 

probation officers, prevention specialists, 

maternal and child health agencies,          

physicians, nurses, researchers and           
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on the Montana illegal drug rehab market are smuggled in 

through outlying states by Mexican drug trafficking organizations 

(DTOs). These organizations also control distribution for parts of 

the  Pacific Northwest and Colorado. Miscellaneous smaller           

organizations also smuggle drugs, particularly prescription      

medications and club drugs, over the Canadian border. 

Methamphetamine continues to dominate the Montana illegal 

drug market. Its local production and distribution combined with 

an ample foreign supply has made it the number-one drug    

problem in the state. Other problems that have created the need 

for more focused drug and alcohol rehab efforts include an urgent 

prescription crisis and a steadily escalating crack cocaine         

situation.  

Treatment efforts that incorporate enforcement and clinical    

rehab are the quickest way for Montana to avoid being another 

casualty in the war on illegal drugs. 

Contact the National Alcoholism and Substance Abuse           

Information Center (NASAIC) anytime toll-free at                      

(800) 784-6776 and the center will recommend the leading drug 

and alcohol rehab centers for you or your loved one.  

Source: www.addictioncareoptions.com 

Scope of Problem 

Methamphetamine and marijuana are the two most    

common causes of enrollment in rehab in Montana. 

The state is also battling a growing cocaine addiction 

problem, with wholesale amounts of the drug      

dramatically increasing. Though     

Montana is one of the few states in 

the Union where officials have 

managed to significantly stem the 

growth of illegal drug abuse,      

production, and distribution, there 

still remains a healthy substance 

abuse climate in most of its regions.  

The abuse and sales of club drugs 

such as “molly” is another          

escalating problem of which officials and treatment 

advocates are mindful, with the drug continuing to 

infiltrate the state’s younger population. Recent data         

illustrates an increase in local drug and alcohol   

rehab admissions. Most illegal substances available 

Montana: Drug Climate 

National Indian Child Welfare Association Training Institutes 2014-2015 

Portland, Oregon—San Diego, California—Virtual Classroom                 

www.nicwa.org/training/institutes 

These upcoming trainings are interactive and energetic courses taught by dynamic 

trainers who are experts in the field of Indian child welfare. Choose from one of 

the following trainings: 

 Virtual Classroom: Enhancing Basic Skills for Tribal Child Welfare Workers: 

Wednesdays, October 1-29, 2014, 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. PDT 

Positive Indian Parenting, ICWA Basics and Advanced ICWA 

 September 8-10, 2014 (Portland, Oregon) or 

 December 1-3, 2014 (San Diego, California) 

 April 23-24, 2015 (Portland, Oregon) Positive Indian Parenting ICWA Basics 

Positive Indian Parenting prepares tribal and non-tribal child welfare personnel to 

train American Indian parents using a culturally specific approach. Training draws 

on strengths of historic Indian child-rearing patterns and blends traditional values 

with modern skills. ICWA Basics provides information on legal requirements of  

act. The Advanced ICWA will provide advanced strategies for implementing    

ICWA. Questions? Contact Event Manager, Lauren Shapiro at (503) 222-4044    

ext. 118 or Lauren@nicwa.org  www.nicwa.org/training/institutes 
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